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SUBJECT: GENERAL ZIA REPORTEDLY MEETS WITH POLITICIANS 

REF: 76 DACCA 6302 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT ZIA CALLED A MEETING 
JANUARY 23 OF POLITICIANS REPRESENTING A CROSS-SECTION 
OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. DURING THE MEETING, A 

FEW POLITICIANS REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE PEOPLE NOW 
WOULD BE IN FAVOR OF GENERAL ELECTIONS, CONSIDERING 
THAT THE TURN-OUT FOR SOME FO THE UNION PARISHAD 
ELECTIONS HAD, IN THEIR ESTIMATES, EXCEEDED NINETY 
PERCENT OF THOSE REGISTERED TO VOTE. ZIA REPORTEDLY 
RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION WITHOUT COMMENT. LATER, 

SEVERAL OF THE PRO-PEKING PARTY MEMBERS ALSO EXPRESSED 
THEIR DESIRE FOR A NATIONAL REFERENDUM ON THE ISSUE 
OF PARLIMENTARY ELECTIONS. 

2. THE MEETING HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED IN THE MAJOR PRESS, 

ALTHOUGH NAYAJUG, THE UNITED PEOPLES' PARTY 

WEEKLY, COMMENTED BEFORE THE MEETING THAT REPRESENTATIVES 
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FROM 9 POLITICAL PARTIES INCLUDING THOSE OF THE NATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY AND RESISTANCE COMMITTEE (REFTEL) WOULD 
ATTEND. PROMINENT LEADERS PLANNING TO ATTEND INCLUDED 
ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN, JATIYO LEAGUE; KAZI ZAFAR AHMED, UPP; 
MOHAMMAD TOAHA, SAMMYABADI DAL; MIZANUR RAHMAN 
CHOUDHURY, AW AMI LEAGUE; M.A. AWAL, JSD; AND KHAN A. SABUR, 

MUSLIM LEAGUE. (WE UNDERSTAND THAT KHAN SABUR EVENTUALLY 
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DECLINED TO ATTEND ON THE BASIS OF ILL HEALTH.) 

3. COMMENT: WHY THE MEETING HAS NOT BEEN PUBLICIZED IS 
UNCLEAR. IT IS LIKELY THAT ZIA WAS NOT SURPRISED TO 
HEAR FROM THE POLITICIANS YET ANOTHER CALL FOR ELECTION. 

NINETY PERCENT PARTICIPATION IN THE PARISHAD ELECTIONS, 

AS CLAIMED IN THE MEETING, MAY HAVE OCCURRED IN SOME 

PLACES BUT WE UNDERSTAND SEVENTY PERCENT IS MORE REPRESENTATIVE. 

IT SEEMS THAT NO MEMBER OF MUSHTAQUE'S DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE 

ATTENDED. 

MASTERS 
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